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the staternent from nuatazins offices
from ten 1o it 1
ooived each oy | -
the great bulk of n IsCripils fined
their way buick whenoe they came through
Aan acouraiely mechanioal opera-
tion, and that caretul sifting and
pagsing ds 1o
about the apy relatively
fow ol sl pes
In a tvpical off h
passes first into the hands of
Mmdkes o re ol it then goss to one of
a number of readers
it into the “¢linek’
To the forme
BOTIpPIR  are
put by the
stamped
recording 1o a printed !
notaof declination politelv saving nothing. |
To the editors arosent the “not chucks” |
intwodivisions - onehavi
though not pubilis! care to be returned |
to the authio rersonal notes  of
declination either hecause the author is
known for suceossful work or
because promise for hetter things glimpses
through the rejectol story, |
Even all tho very few roem uning in the |
sacond division of this group are by no ‘
means sure of getting throagh, Kach |
has to &0 through the hands of the oditors,
and often the pirited hattle
the acceptance vorefusal
Btory. One protagonist,
ever, is muid (o he  worth
nntis, The troublae in thean
whan neariygevery one can wreite
thing pretiy good nbent that
might be assigned him, 1= to find some
thing that will arouse anmated
one way or the othes
It can ba coon b
reader’'s position
gine office, for
young and nuni
hands. Mies Viola K
many vears for Mol
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stars of the profession
esting things=
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0. Henrvs got throw
*An illiterate
do it. ! remer
came In ihiterate a thing on
paper could be, hut as a whale admirably
constructod and full of verve It was of
of the most successful things we
published, but a clorg probubly
not have got bevond tiw first
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“After the stories are favorably reported
upon they are sent 1o the staff to be voted
upon. As it happens in our office, Mr
McClure considers the vote of the Inu-;
jority a very poor way to judge a story, |
a8 po often stories are not such as to arouse
very decided opinions one way or the|
other. A hit goes a long way

*Sometimes there are consultations
but what is wanted from the =taff is not
theories in regard to the story hut ex-
perisnces with it Pid vou have fun
reading this story «' is the big question

“Here comes in the greatest difficulty
in manuseript  reading, standing
largely in the way of literary and maga-
zine development It 15 having to read
hundreds on hundreds of manuseripts
and keeping freshness for cach one, as if it |
were being read printed i anothar maga-
zine, on the train or on the t

“Evena person of great inte
ity is apt to become bored and numb and
unconsciously to judge stories by then
ulmlhriiy to some previous sluccess Keejp
ing freshness in reading
is a big problem. | wd at home; Mr
McClure and the ather members of the
McClure's gtaff nusually do their man- |
script reading at home. Reading tends
b0 be done businesswise in an office, and
the professional attitude the great
danger.

*One of the hig plaints of the cutsider
is that manuscripts are not read. He
should reflect on the solaried readers and
the recording clerks and the total
erpensive mis ery emploved for
ove purposg.  And he -}
on the fact thar of
lshed the largest o
authors entirely

YOf course many of these do not
come regular contribuators Thers
many |@n-;-l-- Wi stitick by one or
two big life things, who write these storjes
from the heart but can do 1o more e
the 'ono or two is better soal than usia Iv
comes from the  regulnr snd n
trious ol of magazinists
made a trade of story telling
these non-poolessional finds, with
known names, thal we must always oo
& keen lookout

“The disgruntled outsider «ften eom-
plains that manuscripts are not read and
which he nroves
certain . pages  lightly  1o-

ether, or misnumberning certain Pages

had a lotter from such a man not I-nm;L
ago: but his had been read-—-suf-
ficiently

“Ir isn't alwavs necessary
A8 L I8 NOL necessary tao eat g cheese entjre
to discover it s bad,  (Otherw K, twenty
four hours u day would not be long en mjch !
for reading Fven  though v first
glimpy (A noth desirable 1)
alwavs give v the henotit of the
d...nld I + ke KWobwert Louis
Btevenson, i 4 s early
Assyrian talile Assvrian tab- |
lats are 1ot he nature of onre |
magazine «
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gold, Tha nost jllegp) wlon | over
RAW, BAVA One, Was e A osa of |
Philip,' the first story that came 10 us
from Josophine Dodee astoom 1 diddn'e |
k now her name then, thoogsh biad
faint recollection of hiay » T
tached to a bhit of v sortew hore, gt
Jwaded through the marsellonsly (legible, |
nand written capy  unitil | gathered |
onough that was amusing to have rh.‘i
mOry typewrition, I've onily come aeross
one worke— the only one 've ever sent
back nnread as hopeless for this roason
It was an attempt ot heing typowpritten |
“1 havesan involantary prejudica for |
worn, travel stainsd manuseripts, popular
opinion to the contrary. Tha unusnal is |
very lilioly 1o b wearned in editorial
quarters  unt ) ones tried and sucoessful.
*W her my Lon,' by George Martin, |
OAMA 1o st e beon to almost every- |
thing in the conntry, twenty places or |
more It had not even received an
aditorial cominont bevond the meaning-
less printed shp, oxeent from the Youth's
Qompanion, wiere 1t was first submitted,
which rightly said it was a story for
grown peoplo, It had boon judged ll)'l
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kind
ful it appeals to that many

| story

.
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P 8 Wair Mitchell is here shown,
ascaping from Philadelphia for a Jaunt
in the Muaine woods, one of his favorite
hunting grounds. He has written a lot

about the woods and what man may find

a recine and failed; three fightera wers
necessary tofget it accepted in our office
after it had been once turned down. It
hecama one of our biggest successas
“One must be tender with people of
talent even though their stories are not
acceptibis, they are so much more easily
disconraged than trades people  Mis
Mastin would never have sent "Finmy
Lou' those twenty places, but she
wias =ick abed and her sister tried it for
an «xperiment
“Wao constantly get lettors asking what
of stories we want, as though i
were a hind of trade. Such letters always
prejudice me against the writer He
must tell the gtory that s in him to (el
have ardor and enthusiasm if he watis
to express himself. Then he shows us
the kind of stories we want
“I'he stories all our readers enjoy’ idea
results in medioerity. A wide appeal is
desirahle, but you can’t expact any one
gtory to be exceptionally good to any
one and plears every one, for it's not
hutnan nature for every one to like the
warne thing  1f a thing is good then to a
more or less restricted number be thank-
A thing not
especially noted by any one is more than
likely also 1o be not especially loved by
any one  Good editing is selecting and
aditing only for one chosen class, which
naturally “comes to the magazine
Metlure s readers read what Mr. MeClure
personally enjoys
“English mogazine editors certainly
can't edit to pleasa the American publie,
althanugh when | was abroad last winter
and s=sociated for many weeks with
Fnglish people, the on point  they
brought up as a tribute to American
peaple was our superlatively good short
But to us the English short story
Iv nlwavs weak, even though Eng-
land has produced Kipling, Stevenson
and a few of the greatest short story
writers
“Ihrough my fourteen or fifteen years
connection with MeClure's 1've had to
read much English manuseript, and have
found it from our point of view almost
altogether in two divisions, matter of
anch exeellence ag we have not n this
courtry, preponderantly eritical, by very
antished  writers  and  illustrious
liits then the matter of lion
pollol short slories with no signs of gin
oerit . froshne wift; machine made,
chea, perfedtly mechanieal fakes, sound-
ing as if the paper had been put in one end
of the machine, the stories ooming out
of the hopper
CMLE TG ERZINeE 1 this country couldn t
iver ot <uch material o But we have the
corsing hittle stream of unknown
unheard of writers who keep on trying to
miako vou fesl what they feel, many of
them succeading once or twice oaly,
many trving on for veara hefore they
womplish what they want It is to
\ showing talent, that we must pay
attontion
“We raceived at our office stories from
(r Henry for seven vears bafora hia first
was acesptad  During all that time |
much interested in the writer and his
waork and wrote him many lettera  His
atories wera interasting and fresh and
showed keen obsarvation, but it took
him that long to give us a4 story strong
in the whola
“stawart Fdward White s another
suceecsaful author to whom many letteps
of encouragerhent were written to help
him over until the time of fulfiiment
came for the promise he showed The
magazines must be and are ever keenly

[ PL |

on the lookout, and wait patiently, despite |

complaints to the contrary.”

The Original of Harry Foker.

From the London Chronicle,

The maost lifelika portrait of a friepd
drawn by Thackeray I8 that of Andrew
Arcodeckna in  Pendennisa.” Accordiug to
Mr. Henry Coke, who knew them both well,

Arcedeckne was the original of Harry
Foker, and from tha cat of his clothes to
his family connection and to the comicality,
the simplicity, the sweetness of temper, the
famous caricature fits him to a T, lIlo wan
about 5 fest 3 inches, round as & cank
a small, singularly round
closely cropped hair nn«’ large soft eyea
in a word s0 like & seal that he was as often
called I'hoca as Archy,  The great man was
more afraid of Mr. Harry Phoca than of
any nther man in the Garrick Club - possibly
for the rea=nn that honest Harry was not
the least bit afraid of him, "
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READING

Some Books Pleked Out for the Use of
the | ndergraduate and Reguired to
He Read Literary Activities @uisile
of the Regular College Course.

The amount of reading an average
undergraduate undertakes in college out-
side of the reference reading required
In connection with his various courses
depends 1o a large extent upon his sur
roumdings  Given a normal
reading a stadent will find maore time 1o
absorb matters of his own choosing in a
small college ot of town than he will
at a large metropolitan university like
Columbia

F A Hicks head of the reference room
in the main library at ¢ olumbia, is e
sponsible for the statement thut not o
in ten undergradua‘es at Coiumbia dovs
any serious reading outside of the cur-
riculum.  He goes on 10 say, howeyer
to be fair 1o the students that the large
amount of reference reading required
espacially inthe English literature courses,
is responsible for this conditon.  And
further, it is a fact that a large number
of students at Columbia are infected with

FOR THL STUDENTS,

desirs

i the nervoua excitement of this busy city

and areinahurry to complete their course
a8 Roon an possible
Many of them are earming money to
support themselves al their studies and
can’t find time for reading. A large
number of othera are interested in the de
bating and dramatic activities conducted
entirely by the students themselv es whicl
require outside reading in themselyes
Mr. Hicks and his associates believe i
to be the better system 1o bring within
the required list a great deal of the matier
which a sensible student would
for himsell unrequired as outside reading
in preference 1o leaving the choiee fop
each student to make for himself
feasibility of thus apyearing to drive the
student in his semi-detached hour -
admitted 1o be open to discussion
An argument sei forth in s fan ™
that in alter vears when the stodent
ceases to be preeminently a student
will find time and inclination to read, and
(if his taste has been trained o the ap
preciation of such writers as Kiplinge
Stevenson, Hewlett, Barrie and 11owells,
pick hive names at randorss from o
reading ligt in one of the Faglish conrees
at Columbia, he will have caomed thae
recreation a3 owell as enngnhienment
found in thewr works and te will g0
to them in preference 1o vithaat 1
though perhaps more certainly  rocron
Prive reading of less famous anthors
t Iekens and Thackeray, the nne
| genial pair s persistently twinmed,. Ve
{icka thinks labor under the dittiealiy
of having been submiticod o st e
too early in life, so that the vouthfyl im
pression that they are dey lingers againet
the student’'s better judgmert and
shuns them at the riper ape It isa faet
that they are comparatively Lo i de
mand
A Western university haw o list of neagly

two hundred works by foreigne s
lated into English he list ineldes se
lections from the Weratare of evepy
country of any considerable size o un
| wortanee in the history of the world
| he list @8 very popular among gnder
| graduntes, opening apnew worlds to their
pimagination and sogeesiing to thean (ot
Hussinns and Scand vians as woell as
Portuguese for instance have intdeesting
reading all their own. OF coprae 1he
undergraduate had vaguely syspected
| this before, but the direct knowledge of
the fact broadens his mental horizon

The Debating Union, under stijdent
management and l'!ltlr'!'i.\' separate from
curriculum, brings abont a great amonnt
of good
topics. i
students into Franch and German read-
ing direct without translations and stimm
late further appreciation of the literature
of these countries.
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WepApers  are read 1o a marked
degree among Columbia students My
Hichs said that 50 per cent. of the students
brought them amo the reading room to
punetiate reference Saociological
and economic conrses reauire such read-
ing Ihey are in evidence almost any
where about the builldings exeept in the
actual classrooins
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NOVELISE AMONG THE MORIS.

Grace Mactionwan Cooke Writing
Aew Book in an Indian Paeblo.

MHer

MacGowan
Gilory,”

Page and Company’'s most successful
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From the Pall Mall 650
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I'THE NOVEL IN THE MAKING

LB PHILLIPS OPPENHEIN TELLS
OF WRITING HIS ROOKS.

i« Workshop a Cottage on the East
Coast of England Faseination of
Writing Material in  the Market
Place Golf ©One of iy Pastimes,

“There is probably no question ‘which

[ an author has to answer more frequently
than the excesdingly hackneyed one of

{how he came to take up writing, and in a
general way there is nons more difficult
to answor because he very seldom knows,”
siys K. Phillips Oppenheim. “1 frankly
admit that 1 have no idea why it occurred
o me in my ‘\'Hlll]glll" ll-"l\'r" to "H‘k!' a
nuisance of :.u;-,:n"tn editors and to watch
the slow absorption of my Limited pocket

[ money in postage stamps and manuseript

! 1'{I||Il"

Pand the usual small measure of success
which persoverance gonerally commands
enconraged me in time to take up the pro-

[ fossion of story writing seriously.

! “1 was 18 when my first short story was
pablished and only 20 when my first
novel appeared. 1 have therefore had

Lmore than twenty years of story writing.

I don't think there can be another pros |

fossion in the world which maintains jts
| hold upon its digciples tosuch an extraors
dinary extent
“1 don’'t know how to aceount for the
fact that at 414 I git down to commence i
Jnew story with exactly the same thrill
as at 20, The love of games, of sport, of

|
The thing came about, however,

— e

1_

A most satisfactory o
mysterv.—New )ork
The fiction of 1911 m

‘ fine beginning with Mr.
ridge’s new novel, one

best that he has written.

a big story of life in ondon,
business

‘ the elements
hazards,

being
mystery and |

sen and mountains, the call of strange |

| eities, wonderful pictures and unusual

| peaple, however dear they may still re-

n to one gomething of their

«t and vital freshness with the passing
VOurs

t so the sight of that hiank sheot of

losm

paper
the virgin field mto Which one s about
to plunge, never loses (s unspeakable
and indescribahlefascination  Personally
| can’t account for it Ldon't try

Sometimes it seems to me that it is
because all one's life one hopes for one
particular idea which never comes. There
i always sometdtiing elusive about the
gene=ig of an idea of any sort, Perhaps
it 1= the inextinguishable hope that on
one of those oceasions when one #its and
waits there will come the most wonderful
iden that has ever dawned upon the brain
W oa writes of fiction, something of which
dim glimmerings have passed through
one's brain when one i= half awake and
hall dreaming Faery writer of fiction
knows what those will-o'«the-wispis of the
mind are.  With the mordng their light
jlos gons, but they do their good work
They keep hope alive

“The moderate amount of suecess which
enables me to
write them m the manner 1 like best ]
live in a cottage upon the east coast of
Ingland, with a view of the North Sea

my stories have attaimed

from my windows, excellent
within a few vards, and plenty of rough
shooting within easy distanee
ver o system of
aking hatf my time is devoted 10

d writing and the other half is di- |

Vided between exercise and sport, visits
to London and My work itself
amplished with the help of a secre-
Manyv a time earher in life when |1
=l o Write my with my own
hand 1 have found my ideas come so muach
faster ti et my fingers could work that
I have prayved  Tor more  speady
miet hod of transmission

“Now 1 osually dictate my stories
they unfold themselves to my secretary,
who takes them down in shorthand.  She
then transcribes them roughly by means

travel
= dle
tary

O stories

[ s0me

ias=

of a tvpewriter, and from these sheets |
dictate the final effort, sabject to the
revision Ihese things, of
COurse, all a matter of custom, bt
ws many of my fellow writers have

inevitable
Ware

whier

The untrodden world of romance, |

golf links |

work, hit gener- |
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Continued from Seventh Page

tiona show little sense; and nearty all the
|atory is tdken up with rather ohjectless
| seurrying from one place to another
'of the island. Much less topdgraphy
(and a little more coherence would im-
prove the tale, which has many poetic
paRsages

At first glance “The Andersons” by

8 Macnaughtan (E. P. Dutton and Com- |
pany) might be taken as a satire on the |

‘kailyard school of romance. The faults
of various worthy Scots who figure in it
are exposed in no kindly gpirit; their nar-
rowiess, their pettineas, the meanness of
their surroundings. They seem to be

| have in a natural and gentle way, but even
that arousea the author's irony. She
keema to become interested in her own
characters after a while, however, and

Ltries to make amends by the sentiment of
the end.  Four separate young women,

each trying to land a man, make the tale |

i rather monotonous, and the interest
hardly enough to make up for the
natured tone

Havphg finished with the negro
trust, the Rev. Thomas Dixon in

1=

wa

pany)  assaila  corporations and great
wealth,  The heroine is very groedy; she
wighes to enjoy her fortune and to win
lthn virtuous hero The arguments
“for and against combinations of eapital
are presented, but all the rich inen are
| plorably  seltish and wicked  The
person for whom the reader is likelyv 1o
feel the slightest svmpathy is the self
made millionaire, who is represented as
repulsive by the author and on whom
| abuse is poured from all sides, but who
does not setm to have a tair deal from his
| wife or the man he tries to befriend

To the pretty and handy pocket edi-
tion of the novels of Thomas Har lv, pub-
lished by the Harper<, “T'wo in a Towor®
has heen added.  This brings the set
up to a dozen volumes at least, and two
or thres more will complete i

too

one

told me that they found it impossible to !

dictate satisfactorily, 1 myself from the
very first moment found it by far the most
method of getting my  work

This is gatuarally a matter of

| offective
onto e
individual kdiosynerasy
I haave never L am sorey 1o say
trayel e I have visited, in a
fashion. most Furopean coun-
Htres and | have Leen to the United States
a dozen time=, but 2o far as= H'gur‘:il actual
inuence upon my work 1 would he per
fewctly content to spend the rest of my
davs in 1 ondon
“1t 1= no gift of mine to impart reality
Cinto seeties and events taking place in a
country in which I have not lived
a doven thoroughfares and squares in
London, n handful of restaarants, the peo
| ple whom one meets in a single mogning,
lare quite sufficient for the production
| of more and greater stories than | shall
BVer write .
“The real centres of interest to the world
soem to me to be the places where human
IVwings are gathered together more closely,
becanse in such ]-hh"‘“ the great struggle
(for existence, whatever shape it may take,
must inevitahly develop the \\‘hnlnvafnan-il\-
of man and #trip him bare to the looker
on, even to nakednesa. My place ns a4
writer, i T might ¢laim one, shall e at a
corner of the marke: place
' *Ta remain and conclude  personal,
I was married in America nearly twenty
vears ago my wife is my  companion
cieall my journevings and undertak ings
and | have one daughter who s just 13
and spending her firat term at hoarding
Citside my work the things
I enjov most are my visits to the theatre,
my golf and shooting. 1 am a bad golfer
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